Key dates:Summer 2 2026
We cannot believe we are already in the final half term of this academic year — wow, hasn’t this year flown by?! Summer 2 is always a very busy and exciting half term in school, with lots of learning, special events and memorable experiences. We are looking forward to making the most of the weeks ahead and creating lots more wonderful memories with the children!

Our theme for this half term is Islands, Maps & Weather

Reception Newsletter


· Reception Vision, Height & Weight Check - 01/06/26
· New Mozart Orchestra concert - 11/06/26
· Open Evening – 24/06/26
· Summer Fayre – 10/07/26
· Sports Day – 16/07/26
· Whole School French Day – 21/07/26
As you know, we sadly said goodbye to Mrs Needle at the end of last half term. We will really miss her in Class 1 and would like to thank her for all of her hard work and support during Miss Vukomanovic’s maternity leave. We are very excited to welcome Miss Vukomanovic back to Class 1 this half term!

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This half term, our PSHE learning will focus on ‘Being Safe’. We will be talking about trusted adults, the NSPCC PANTS rule, how to ask for help, privacy and what to do if we ever become lost. These discussions and activities will help the children continue to grow in confidence and independence, while learning how to keep themselves safe in different situations.

Communication and Language
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will be continuing to develop the children’s speaking and listening skills through storytelling, role play, class discussions and sharing ideas with their friends. We will also be encouraging the children to speak confidently, listen carefully to others and use full sentences when talking.
We apologise that our weekly Poetry Basket videos have not yet been uploaded to the website as planned due to technical difficulties. If we are unable to add them to the website, we will instead share them via ParentMail so you can enjoy the poems together at home.

Phonics
· Phase 3: wh, ph, /ai/ alternatives (e.g. ay, a-e, a), /ee/ alternatives (e.g. ea, e-e, y)
· Consolidation of all phase 2 and 3.
· Tricky words: some, one, said, come, do, so, were, when, have, there, out, like, little, what
Literacy
We have been so proud of the children’s progress in writing this year and it has been wonderful to see their confidence and enthusiasm grow. It has also been lovely to see the pride the children are taking in their work, and we are excited to see this continue throughout our final half term.
Our Drawing Club texts this half term are A Little Bit Brave, Chicken Licken, Tiddler, The Magic Porridge Pot and The Night Pirates. The children have also been loving our ‘Animations from the Past’ focus in Drawing Club and this half term we will be exploring Captain Pugwash and Popeye.

Numeracy
In Numeracy, we will continue building the children’s mathematical understanding through lots of practical and hands-on activities. We will be exploring sharing and grouping, including even and odd sharing, grouping objects and building doubles.
The children will also be investigating patterns, mapping and spatial awareness by creating repeating patterns, building models, describing positions and making maps of familiar places and story settings. There will be lots of opportunities for the children to spot patterns, solve problems and make connections in their learning.

Physical Development
The children will be excitedly preparing for their very first school Sports Day! Through our Athletics and Multi-Skills sessions, they will practise running, jumping and throwing while developing their speed, coordination and confidence.
The children will also take part in fun team challenges and activities designed to build stamina, control and teamwork as they get ready to showcase their fantastic skills on Sports Day.

Understanding the World
This half term, we will be learning about Islands, Maps and Weather. In RE, we will explore different Places of Worship and talk about why these places are special to different people and communities.
In Science, our focus is plants and we are very excited to begin planting in our outdoor area. At the children’s request, we will also be caring for some house plants in the classroom too! Any small house plants and/or hardy outdoor plants or herbs that families may wish to donate, would always be warmly welcomed in Class 1.
We are also very excited to be observing caterpillars transform into butterflies in the classroom this half term, so the children can watch and discuss the changes over time.

Expressive Arts and Design
In Art, the children will be exploring textiles. They will learn how to safely use a needle to create a simple running stitch, which they will use to make their own Binca creation.
We are also looking forward to sharing a selection of the children’s wonderful artwork from across the year at the Art Exhibition during our Open Evening.
  General Notices
Class 1 Team
Class teachers: 
Mrs Samuels (Monday-Wednesday) 
Miss Vukomanovic (Thursday & Friday)
TAs: Mrs Snell and Mr Woodley

As always, if you have any questions, or if you would like any further guidance in supporting your child, please don’t hesitate to come and speak to us.
Mrs Samuels & The Team


